Should children under 12 be able to be vaccinated for COVID-19? (After the Federal
government has given permission)
The WHO (World Health Organisation) has advocated globally for people over the age of 16 to get
vaccinated against COVID-19. Different countries have different opinions and approaches around
whether under 12s should be vaccinated. Worldwide, there are many clinical trials going on around
whether these children should be vaccinated. In order to determine if children under 12 should be
vaccinated, I have chosen to focus on NSW state-wide data and graphs for COVID transmissions and
cases. As well as COVID vaccine rates. This data will help me to analyse and draw a conclusion on
whether children under 12 should be vaccinated for COVID-19.
To start my investigation I collaborated with my classmate Sienna Ajjaka. Although we have divergent
topics, we discussed ways to gather data and results. We decided, in addition to data provided by
reliable sources, a productive way to enhance our data was by sending out a Google Form Survey to
our family and friends to get their opinions. After gathering all of our data we determined to display our
data in graphs (My Charts 1,2,3). This would help us to present our findings in an easy way for an
audience to understand.
To start gathering my data I emailed a form to 10 of my family and friends and asked them if they
would ever consider getting their child/sibling under 12 vaccinated (if it was encouraged by the
Australian government) and why or why not. Although, there are not enough results to draw definitive
conclusions from my data due to the sample size being limited. But with the data I have collected, the
mode of the second graph, says that most of the people I know would get their child/sibling
vaccinated. Much of the data also stated that they would get their children vaccinated so that they can
potentially travel and so as to protect their families.
The other data I chose to use was from the NSW government (NSW Health), due to it being a highly
reliable and visible source. Data from the NSW state government in CHART B states the median age
of cases between 1 January 2020 and 15 June 2021 was 37 years (interquartile range [IQR] = 25-55
years). By contrast between 16 June and 2 October 2021, there have been 58,895 locally acquired
cases. The median age was 29 years (IQR = 16-44 years). This data presents the issue of more and
more young people contracting COVID-19 and therefore bringing down the median age. In CHART A,
you can also see that the 0-9 and 10-19 age groups have one of the highest infection rates.
CHART B shows the % of cases by age group and sex. The line on the chart shows the % of NSW
population each age group comprises. From the chart, we can see that the % of older people (over
50) contracting the virus is < the % of the population while the younger cohort (under 40) make up a
greater portion of those contracting the virus versus their % of the population. This is directly contrary
to the prior belief that younger people were less susceptible to the virus. Vaccinating children under
the age of 12 years should result in fewer cases from these younger age groups.
CHART C shows the percentage of each age group that are either single and/or double dosed. The
chart shows those below 40 have a decreasing rate for vaccination. This leads to more young people
contracting and spreading the virus.

The younger group, in particular, will be mingling more through school and other social activities in the
community now that lockdown and restrictions have been lifted, often without precautions such as
masks. This could lead to higher infection rates and more younger people with COVID.
With the conclusion of my research and investigation, more questions have arisen including:
- Does a country with a very strict form of government, such as China, manage a pandemic
"better" (as in fewer deaths) than a more democratic country where people have greater
freedoms?
- What happens when there is a new COVID-19 variant?
- How many boosters will younger children require?
- What dosage of the vaccine will they receive? (Weight based or age-based)
- What are the side effects of the vaccine and how does that impact younger children?
- Will schools add the COVD-19 vaccine to the immunisation load delivered to high school
students, or will this be done at an earlier age by doctors?
- Will this impact the number of deaths/ hospitalisations?

With the evidence I have found and collected, I cannot draw a complete and correct conclusion. A
larger sample size is required. Although, with the data collected from the NSW government, I can
conclude that younger people are catching COVID-19 more than before and at a higher rate than a
proportion of the state population. This data instead further cements the need for people to be
vaccinated for COVID-19. And although it is a personal choice to get your child vaccinated, it is
something that should be highly encouraged to help prevent children and others in the community
from getting COVID-19. It also helps to restore some normalcy to life and stop other variants of
COVID-19 from appearing. Considering the millions of COVID-19 deaths worldwide and how the
vaccine has helped to lower these cases, children under the age of 12 should most definitely be
vaccinated once it has been approved by the Federal government.

APPENDIX
Should children under 12 be able to be vaccinated for COVID-19? (after it has been approved
by the government)
CHART A: NSW COVID CASES BY AGE
Source: NSW Health, 22 October 2021
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CHART B: AGE BREAKDOWN OF LOCALLY ACQUIRED CASES
Source: NSW Health
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CHART C: PERCENTAGE OF VACCINATED PEOPLE PER AGE GROUP IN NSW
Source: SMH 22 October 2021

How to read the progress bars
The length of the dark blue bar denotes the percentage of a specified population that has received two vaccine
doses and has been fully vaccinated against COVID-19. On the progress bars, 'first doses' means anyone who
has received at least one vaccine dose and includes people who have already received both doses. It is not
defined as 'first doses only'.
Important note on age bracket data
Once the first dose rate for an age group exceeds 95%, the health department stops providing further updates
on first dose progress for that age group. This means reported first dose rates on our graphs only go up to 95%

MY CHART 1
Survey of acquaintances with children < 12 to understand attitudes towards vaccinations (n=10)
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MY CHART 3
Would you get your child vaccinated?
Why or why not - free text

Summary of most common responses:
To enable overseas travel
To protect others

My Google Forms Survey

